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Backpacks carrying better days 
!
Maribel Molina Vela is a girl who lives in Montero town, now she is 12 years old, and is the 
oldest sister of 4 siblings. Maribel walks every day for 15 minutes from home to "Elvira 
Frias" school, dreming of becoming a veterinarian. 
 
Ten years ago, when she was very young her parents came for the first time to Montero, 
they migrated from Padilla a village in Chuquisaca, looking for work. His father began 
working in the zafra and whenever the harvest time was over, the whole family used to 
return to their village. At that time, life in the zafra’s camps was very hard for children 
because the constant migration didn’t allow them to attend school and many of them 
began to work alongside their parents, definitely leaving school. 
 
Valerio Carvajal, leader of the Federation of Zafreros, tells us remembering "when camp 
had 20 children, we had to ensure that there was a kindergarten, and if they were children 
older than 6 years old, we had to ensure that there was a school ..."  
 
After a long time of temporary migration, Maribel’s family finally decided to migrate to 
Montero, where they now live. According to Valerio Carvajal "... It's different now, is no 
longer permitted to have children in the zafra camps, and even less working" many 
families no longer live with their parents in the camps, now they use to rent a room near 
the community or in Montero, in the interest of children to be closer to the school. 
 
At present, they are driving to the Zafrero’s kids to attend school, and seek a better quality 
life, however this is not an easy work, because it involves many parents to see their 
families only once or twice a week; as Maribel and her siblings, who go to zafra camp only 
Saturdays to visit their father and return to Montero with him on Sundays. 
 
She knows that her dad's work is sacrificed and she think in Lucia, her mother, who 
washes clothes to make some money; but Maribel dreams of a better future for her family, 
that’s why she continues going to school, now Maribel is in the 6th primary level and she is 
one of the best students in her class. As the older sister in her family, she gives the 
example to her 3 siblings and encourages them to continue studying. 
 
Maribel’s reality is the reality of many sons and daughters of sugar cane harvesters, who 
see education as hope and better horizons beyond the sugarcane fields. For this reason, 
the Federation of Zafreros in Montero, supported by Solidar Suisse, delivered as part of 
the program to promote the sector, approximately 300 backpacks and school supplies; at a 
public event, open to the local media.  
 


